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Tangible statistics: cutting and weaving through data Unlocking the future: age pyramids  and the stories they tell 
 

Task 
Age pyramids reveal the secrets of past events and future trends. By analyzing them, you can 
uncover the social and economic implications of demographic changes, sparking discussions 
about future challenges and opportunities for a country and its neighbours. It’s more than just 
data – it’s a way to connect history, society, and the choices we make today, helping us see the 
bigger picture and think critically about our shared future. 

Work in groups 
Analyze a few countries and prepare to defend your thesis, predictions, and suggested action 
plans. Support your arguments with tangible age-pyramid models. 

Focusing on one country 
If you choose to focus on a specific country, consider which years are particularly significant to 
illustrate its demographic evolution. Can you glimpse the future from the pyramid data of a 
specific year? Which age groups should be carefully considered for future projections? Are there 
noticeable differences between males and females, or do both trends appear similar? Can you 
find clues for impactful past events? 

Priorities and challenges 
Reflect on the priorities and challenges faced by previous generations, such as your parents and 
grandparents, and consider the issues your generation will need to address. Which areas should 
be prioritized – education, healthcare for an aging population, job creation, and so forth? Why? 

An interconnected world 
In our increasingly interconnected world, we cannot view ourselves as isolated, self-sufficient 
systems. Consider how demographic developments in surrounding regions might serve as both 
challenges and resources. Can you support your insights with additional age pyramids from other 
areas? 

Regarding migration, which countries exhibit unstable or rapidly expanding population pyramids? 
Why do countries like Qatar and the United Arab Emirates have uniquely shaped pyramids? 
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Acting for change 
Finally, consider the factors that could alter the model predictions. How might these changes 
unfold and over what timeframe? Understanding the factors influencing a population’s age 
structure is crucial for making informed decisions today that will shape the future. 

 


